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The cultural and social exchange 
that occurs through conversation 
at the family dinner table. 



Vegetable Weapons,  by Tsuyoshi Ozawa, 2001-present

A photographic series of women holding “guns” made out of ingredients they will use to 
prepare a meal. It allows people to think about what they are eating and provides a topic
of conversation as the meal is being prepared and eaten. 



Save Food From the Fridge by Jihyun Ryou, 2009

Shaping traditional oral knowledge, this project uses lessons from elders and the 
community to providean alternative way to keep food fresh without a fridge.
Preserving oral history and preserving food!



The successive houses in which we have lived 
have no doubt made our gestures commonplace. 
But we are very surprised, when we return to the old 
house, after an odyssey of many years, to find that 
the most delicate gestures, the earliest gestures 
suddenly come alive, are still faultless.

Gaston Bachelard, The Poetics of Space



Steve Gates “decided that for him, the most 
effective vehicle for improving children’s outcomes 
is not the school or the church or even the job center;
it is family--or, if necessary the creation of substitute
or supplemental family structures for children 
who don’t have them.”

Paul Tough, How Children Succeed



So, WHY 
am I interested in this again?



I believe my
CORE VALUES
were learned at the 
dinner table.



Here’s how it happened.





RE-focus
RE-frame



Dining table = Informal LEARNING SPACE
Culture  & Family
Social skills
Problem solving
Builds character



“Human relationships are rich and they're 

messy and they're demanding. And we clean 

them up with technology. And when we do, 

one of the things that can happen is that 

we sacrifice conversation for mere connection. 

We short-change ourselves. And over time, we 

seem to forget this, or we seem to stop caring.”

Sherry Turkle, “Alone Together”



Table Space + Learning Space

Reconnecting without Technology

Conversation + Culture Lessons



A NARRATIVE STORY
Conduct Interviews

Compile commonalities between cultures

to teach people?





Norah Dooley



So now what?



Bring together cultures 
through a common form 
that can be understood

by many?


